Women's Increasing Responsibilities in IUPAC since 1975
by Nicole Moreau I UPAC was founded in 1919, but it was in 1911 that the International Association of Chemical Societies, IACS, considered as the precursor of the Union, was created. A look at the picture of the third meeting of IACS, held in 1913 in Brussels [1] , makes obvious the absence of any woman-and the quasi-absence of any man without a beard or a moustache! A look at the population of women in IUPAC fifty years later showed the same situation, although by then beards and moustaches had lost ground. A thorough examination of the composition of IUPAC's Divisions and Committees reveals a few women members before 1975 [2] . In the 70s and early 80s, the presence of a few women become noticeable. In the early 2000s, more than two dozen women were either TM or member of the Bureau, while it is only in the 2010s that we find the first women Presidents of the Union, Nicole J. Moreau from France, 2010-2011, and Natalia P. Tarasova from Russia, 2016-2017. The President (P) term is two years, which follows Tables of Constants ( before joining the Commission on radioactivity after WWII [3] .
Meeting of the IUPAC Executive Committee at the headquarters of the Russian Academy of Sciences, in Moscow 1988 (16-17 May
A closer look at the first two women who were Presidents of Divisions Mary L. Good was born in Grapevine, Texas. Both her parents were teachers; when she was 11 they moved to Arkansas, where she received her PhD in 1955. She then spent 25 years teaching and conducting research in Baton Rouge and New Orleans. In 1972, she became the first woman to be elected to the board of the American Chemical Society. In 1980, she left academia for industry. At that time, she also started to hold government positions, serving in such roles under the administrations of four Presidents: Jimmy 
